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Presentation Outline




Facts about writing in NZ

* Yr 8 students - writing ranked 10" out of 12 school tasks
* Girls score better than boys on over 85% of tasks.

* Boys less




FIGURE 2. Writing score and curriculum level by year.
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FIGURE 6. Average writing score and curriculum level by ethnicity and year.
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FIGURE 5. Average writing score and curriculum level by gender and year.
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Talking Points

Are there any questions or queries in
regard to any of the graphs shown here?




Introduction to the resource

Teacher’s Book Resource

* A brief history of teaching writing in NZ
* Evidence from research for effective




DVD of Effective Practices

* View by classroom and teacher — about 35mins
for each of four classrooms and teachers from
Yro-12 T




Four key studies which informed
Effective Practices in Teaching Writing

Myhill, D., et al (2008)
Graham, S. '




Section from DVD

Lynda McTaggart’s Year g class introduction to poetry




NZATE believes that some key principles/beliefs
that underpin effective teaching of writing are:




Reflection Point

To what extent to you think your own
and/or your de nt's teaching of




Four types of knowledge
writers need to write well

‘Genre’
knowledge

Strategic
knowledge

* this involves developing student knowledge and

understanding of the key text types and forms that they will
encounter in their lives and schooling and that they need to
be able to reproduce to succeed in the 215 century.

* this involves developing student knowledge of and skill in
using strategies that help them to effectively manage the
many different demands of the writing process.




* this involves developing student knowledge of and
skill in using increasingly sophisticated and complex
Linguistic vocabulary, language resources, literary devices,

sentence constructions and grammatical control.
knowledge

this involves developing student knowledge of the
subjects and topics that they are required to write
Content about.

knowledge




Talking Point

To what extent do you think your own
and/or your department’s teaching of
writing focuses




Section from the DVD

Section on emphasising that writing is a process







Instruction clearly describes the learning
intentions and success criteria for each writing
task.

Instruction involves students in collaborative
approaches.




4 )
Instruction emphasises that writing is a process —

i.e. requires students to work through the planning,

\drafting and revising stages of writing. ,

4 )
Instruction involves students in learning strategies

that help them manage the many processes

\involved in producing writing. y

Feedback is specific and mainly focused on the
particular writing task and strategies/ procedures

\that students are learning. .




Talking Points

To what extent to you think your own and
your department’s teaching of writing aligns
with these seven effective practices?




Section from DVD

Goal directed work and inquiry




Supplementary slides




What does the research literature
say are the most effective ways of
teaching writir —




From: “Effective Ways of Teaching Complex
Expression in Writing” (Myhill et al, 2008)




From: “Beating the Odds: Teaching Middle and
High School Students to Read and Write Well”
(Langer, 2001).




From: “Writing Next”: Meta-analysis of effective
strategies for improving writing (Graham & Perin, 2007)
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Writing for Content Learning ES .23




From: “Writing: Teachers and Children at Work”
20th Anniversary Edition (Graves, 2003)




From: Bennet Woods Elementary School
study (Pressley et al, 2007)

Reading and writing interlinked

Student choice of topic a feature

Explicit preparation for state writing tests/tasks




__QOutline of Feede

Jennifer Glenn’s process

Teacher gives specific feedback linked to success criteria and goals for writing task
to enable students to know what they did well and where they can improve.

Student interprets teacher feedback into own words so that they are processing
teacher feedback and showing they understand it.

Teacher checks student interpretation of feedback, feelings and goals to make -
sure the intent of their feedback and feed-forward is understood

Record of the feedback is kept for later review and to document progress.




How to respond to student work

Emphasize the ‘cognitive and metacognitive’ aspects of writing




